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This webinar will focus on the potential of agroforestry to provide a variety of NTFP 
with examples from across Europe, with particular attention to the Galicia region 
in northwestern Spain, and the identified driving forces for farmers and foresters to 
implement agroforestry. Agroforestry is receiving more prominent consideration in 
European and global policies as it is fully aligned with the global 2030 Agenda, the 
Sustainable Development Goals, and the EU Bioeconomy Strategy. The Strategy 
proposes actions for leading the way towards a sustainable, circular bioeconomy, 
and explicitly declares agroforestry a priority land use system that makes efficient 
use of ecosystem services. Despite this, agroforestry is not extensively used and 
not well known by many farmers and foresters. Effective policies for promoting 
agroforestry need to be based on the motivations and the barriers affecting 
farmers and foresters to adopt such practices. 

Mercedes Rois Díaz is an independent consultant on forest bioeconomy, with extensive research 
and management experience after having worked for 17 years at the European Forest Institute. Her 
main field of expertise is agroforestry systems and the transfer of scientific results to farmers and 
forest owners, with special focus on the link to the circular bioeconomy and bioproducts.
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